City of Priest River set to acquire old Joslyn Mill Property

The City of Priest River is excited to announce the acquisition of 47.71 acres of property located at confluence of the Priest and Pend Oreille Rivers, the former Joslyn mill property.  The City first tried to negotiate for the property around 2008 and submitted various plans to the previous owners of the property in an attempt to secure the property.  In 2019 the City was approached about obtaining the property.  After discussions between Mayor Martin, Steve Gill from IDEQ, Bonner County Commissioner Jeff Connolly and representatives for the owner, a tentative agreement was made for Joslyn Manufacturing, Inc, to enter into DEQ’s Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) to assess and mitigate any contamination on the property prior to the transfer of the property to the City.  This process is coming to a close, with public comment on the proposed clean up starting in August 2020.  Once the public comment period is complete, the company will begin the cleanup phase of the VCP.  After the cleanup is complete and IDEQ has signed off, Joslyn Manufacturing, Inc. will be donating the property to the City of Priest River.  The City currently does not have any concrete plans for the property but will be putting together a steering committee to create a master plan for the property.  This is an amazing opportunity for the City and its residents to create a great waterfront playground for everyone.  
