STATE OF IDAHO

)

COUNTY OF BONNER
)

CITY OF PRIEST RIVER
)

MINUTES OF THE PRIEST RIVER CITY COUNCIL – 08/22/16

SPECIAL MEETING

OPENING – Mayor Martin called to order the special meeting of the City Council at 5:30 pm on Monday, August 22, 2016 in the council chambers at City Hall, 552 High Street, Priest River, Idaho. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

1. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

None

2. ROLL CALL

Council Members Present: Council Member Edwards, Council Member Wagner, and Council Member Connolly.  Absent: Council Member George.

Staff Present: Mayor Martin, City Clerk Knoles, Planner/Development Coordinator Snow, and City Attorney Elsaesser. 

3. PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUATION
A. 5:30 PM – CONTINUATION FROM 08/01/16 – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – TREVOR FAVARO AND BRETTA FAVARO-SCHMIDT, WITH THE CONSENT OF OWNER PRIEST RIVER ASSEMBLY OF GOD, ARE REQUESTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A HEALING ARTS/SPA & MOVEMENT CENTER, WITH A CARETAKER’S RESIDENCE, AS WELL AS A POSSIBLE DAY CARE AND COMMUNITY MEETING CENTER, AT THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 759 FOURTH STREET, PRIEST RIVER, IDAHO.

Mayor Martin opened the public hearing continuation at 5:30 pm and explained the purpose of the public hearing. Planner/Development Coordinator Snow re-explained the request by Trevor Favaro and Bretta Favaro-Schmidt, with the consent of the owner, Priest River Assembly of God, for a conditional use permit for a Healing Arts/Spa & Movement Center, with a Caretaker’s Residence, as well as a possible day care and Community Meeting Center at the property commonly known as 759 Fourth Street. Topics of discussion were additional proposed conditions received from the applicant, the process of approval or denial of the application, proposed hours and days of operation, proposed service providers, proposed limited childcare services for customers during appointments, proposed group education classes, the proposed yearly phasing of the services, proposed site improvement plans, the proposed caretaker’s apartment, proposed signage, . Jeff Merkeley with TC Services, 16301 Bunco Road, Athol, ID, 83801, representative for the applicants, was present for the discussion. Bretta Schmidt-Favaro, PO Box 1137, Priest River, ID, applicant, was present for the discussion. Scott Brown, land use planner for the applicant, 521 Church, Sandpoint, ID, 83864 was present for the discussion. 
Questions from the Council: Council Member Wagner asked about a designated playground for the children, how many proposed restrooms, and fire department regulations. Council Member Connolly asked about the timing of the proposed improvements. Council Member Edwards asked for clarification regarding the proposed childcare and asking about potential growth of the services. 
Written Testimony: City Clerk/Treasurer Knoles read aloud written testimony from Ron and Vanda Lawson, 2741 Rocky Gorge, Newport, WA, which stated that they were in second place for purchasing the property and would like to make it a permanent residence. 
Testimony from those Supporting: Tina Raiha, 711 Jachetta Road, Priest River, supports the proposed conditional use permit and the proposed services. Brian Cox, 299 Ravenwood Drive, Sandpoint, ID, supports the proposed conditional use permit, the character of the applicants, and the positive impacts of small businesses. Vanetta Farmer, 3134 E North Crescent, Spokane, WA, supports the proposed conditional use permit and the proposed services. Becky King, 401 N Spokane Ave, Newport, WA, supports the proposed conditional use permit, the character of the applicants, and the proposed services. Bill Pickerel, 11 Berry Road, Usk, WA, supports the proposed conditional use permit and the proposed services. Penny Pickerel, 11 Berry Road, Usk, WA, supports the proposed conditional use permit and the proposed services. 
Testimony from those Uncommitted: Sandra Brower, 439 Schultz Avenue, Priest River, ID, asked for clarification regarding conditional use permits and who is responsible for monitoring compliance, the length of approved conditional use permits or if they expire, and stated that she is both in favor of small businesses and neighborhood integrity but has concerns.  Ron Lawson, 2741 Rocky Gorge, Newport, WA, uncommitted. 
Testimony from those Opposed: None
Rebuttal from the Applicant: Jeff Merkeley, Bretta Schmidt-Favaro, and Scott Brown clarified the questions asked regarding a playground, number of bathrooms, timing of proposed improvements, childcare services, projected growth of services, fire department regulations, and the monitoring of permit compliance. 
Mayor Martin closed public testimony at 6:08 pm.
Discussion ensued regarding the general benefits of conditional use permits, and clarification of the hours of operations. City Attorney Elsaesser requested the removal of the word “typical” from the hours of operation in the stated conditions. 
Council Member Connolly made a motion to approve the project file #C16-002, a Conditional Use Permit for a Healing Arts, Spa, and Movement Center, and a Caretaker’s Residence, along with Daycare Services and a Public Gathering Facility, finding that it is in accord with the City of Priest River Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance 279 as enumerated in the findings of fact and conclusions of law, and based upon the evidence submitted up to the time the staff report was prepared and the testimony received at this hearing. Council Member Connolly further moved to adopt the findings of fact and conclusions of law as written and as amended and discussed. Actions to obtain the permit are to complete the conditions of approval as adopted. This action does not result in a taking of private property.  Council Member Wagner seconded the motion. After consideration, the motion passed unanimously by the following vote:  AYES:  Council Member Edwards, Council Member Wagner, and Council Member Connolly.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINERS:  None.  ABSENT:  Council Member George.
Mayor Martin closed the public hearing at 6:20 pm.

The City Council took a 10 minute break. 
4. WORKSHOP
A. ORDINANCE 279 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
Discussion was held regarding the proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance 279, including the proposed zoning re-designations, the airport overlay zoning district, parking regulations, and signage. The removal of the airport overlay zoning district was discussed at length. A Public Hearing was set for October 17, 2016 at 5:30 pm.
ADJOURN
Council Member Wagner made a motion to adjourn at 6:57 pm.  Council Member Connolly seconded the motion. After consideration, the motion passed unanimously by the following vote:  AYES:  Council Member Edwards, Council Member Wagner, and Council Member Connolly.  NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINERS:  None.  ABSENT:  Council Member George.
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